Mr. David MarGoHck 1/27/93 

The New York ’^’iraes, Law section 
229 W 43 ^t., 

New York, NY 10036 

Dear Hjijj. Margolick, 

Nothing personal, but you*ve been suckered again on political assassination, this time 
by HBO^. (l*d appreciate a copy of ^ the press IcLt if you saved it.)lf my dear f ridnd Mo 
V/aldron were still aroiin^ there and you lvx4 spoken to him you*^ have known. He coverf-*d the 
tv;o weeks of evidentiary hariTing in Memphis at v/hich Ray did^ contrary to xfhat you apparently 
were told, testif^. For several days, too. I was %h^Ray*s investigator. I did the habeas 
corpus investigation, based on which we got him the evidentiary I^ring^, and I did the in- 
vestigating for that, producing the non- theory fcAtnesses BBO will probably use and Pox TV 
did use. V/o exculpated Ray but the judge held that guilt or innocence were not material to 
wliat was before him. And I do mean that based on my investigation we did, literally, ex- 
culpate Ray at that hearing. How else, with Percy Foreman his la\fyer, could we have proven 
that Ray did not have the fiffectil^ assistance of counsel? (That was the part of the case 
I prepared. The legal work, the rest, was done by Jim Lesar, 918 P St., N\7, ii^509, V/ash- 
ington, DC 20004; 202/393-1921) has not asked me for the transcripts of tliat hearing, 
which may get to your comment that ”Everytli^ng about the ersatz trial... .is scrupulously 
genhine." (Ai^j^ogles for my typing. It can/t be any better.) 

It was Foreman, not Raoul, who cperced Ray into the plea. And in those days there was 
no rialc at all of Ray getting the chair, line 99 y<^xs was ii^Jfact the maximum possible 
sentence then. 



So, as you can see, it is not true tliat Ray's p4ea "lell on deaf 



5 judicial tears - 

until, that is, )fc30 granted him certiorari. As the Supreme ^ourt earlier had with his 

petition for the evidentiary hearing, in effect, by affirming the lower court on it. 

rp/ 

Jack SaLLtman, Thames producer, boasts^their "trial”, which will certainly be 
largely rehash plus theory, ^ays his show mai^ be "our best chance to get the truth." 

His and Thames* concept of getting the truth is not joi^nc to go ovwr the six or 
seven file cabinets of once-secret official records, raost^he FBI's, that I got in several 
FOIA lawsuits, mostly CA 75-1996.1*11 get to how they know about it when I reach -^ill Pep- 
per your story. 

If ^^w professor Burt Neuboume did "immerse" himself in the so-called "literature," 
don t dare get in the same room with him! Tliere is only one factual bool: on the King 
assassination, my Frame-Up. ^t provided the basis for tlie investigation I made for Ray. 

And if a law professor )^ds the crap the rest are and can regard them as factual, he is 
part of HB0*s ocam. That "we ^don*t Imov/ all the facts," his quote, is kid stuff. Obviously! 
And more so from the crap he^s road, v/hich has no facts. 

Tliey told you that he "selected tlie lawyers." Bull! Bill Pepper was long in on this 
with Thames TV. ^e phoned me for them a year or more ago and tried to hire me to work for 
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them on the shoWo I refused. I tliink ho asked me to appear, and if I am correct, ^ also 
j^Kefused that, I learned my lesson about assassination theorists from Jim Garrison. Be- 
latei|ly, but I did learn it, and I*'^e liad nothing to do v/ith any theories, ever. 6r 
v.'ith any noi>-seriou 3 v/ork on the assassinations. I ipake my FOIA. recorjis available to all 
because I believe tliat FOIA makes me surrogate fof the people, but I am not part of wliat 
they write*, shov/ or report. ' ' 

Does tiiis give you a posriblo different reason for not making Bill Pepper available? 

He knows about ray files and several years ago he had a local Hood College student 
going through them and maiding cdipies for him. But I did not tell him what to look for and 
he did not know and she did not v;ork liere long enough to get to know for him. 

The ‘ **old faces'* you refer to who are not interested in participating ♦n the joint 
project are not real witnesses. As Abernathy was not a real witness .Hov/ "real " a wit- 
ness can be is largely v^ov/ real the luB^pfev can make him. I am confident that enough of 
those who were witnesses for me are alive and would participate if they belieued the show 
is for real. And more thai/ I could refer them to, and wouldn t. 

V/here they have what is real, tliey'll be using nyr work. I don t mind and I do not 
KpxB expect any credit for it. firp^ 

I know tliey are trying to solve tho crime. Just yesterday a private ±rdtst±ga,to:f^l^^ 
l:nown for years was hero for Bill Pepper following up on something I brought to li^t in 
CA 75-1996 tliat the House assasins committecwas not able to do anything with. 

^hile I cannot male© it as a stateipent of fact, I do believe that it is probalaL€ the 
Thames idea was Bill Pepper's idea, that he proposed it to them. I got tliat impression from 
his attempt to hire me. 

Blakey is a fraud and a farce. He talks about others iS loving to be on TV? He ran his 
whitewashing committee so tliat he would be a TV star. ^ "narrated" "ihe beginning of each 
hearing tliat was broadcast. That is never necessary. I prepared Senate hearings in tlie 1950s 
and we not once had to do that. Blalcey never investigated either crime and never intended 
Jro. The one thing he brought to light in the JFK case was forced on luii^ and,;fie3?t 

he planned to use it as the putdown of putdowns of the critics. So you can underst^d, he 
asked mo to agree to speak to him and an assistant counsel, and I agreed to subject to 
not violating my confidential rolationsliip with They Esna never came here. And I had 



to the hearing transcripts on them. They did not follow up on any of that, 

avpided most of it, and p r c p p l xn pretended that they had investigated and ^^overed what ^ 
had forced the FBI to disgorge and tliey got that waj. To a limited de^’ee, I add. TjjO 
FBI did not inteiid to give them all it had been forced to give me! I have the FBI'g 
records on tliis. a phony as an investigator! He set out to affirm the official myths 
about the assassination and the rumor v/as he Mped it would malce him /ttomey genera^* 
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I was tho ^imes* source ofi sonie of the stories critical of him and liis committee# 



The repo3?:te5s v/ho were here include V/endell Hawls and John Credwdson# I was Iardner*s 
source ojf tlie Post and I cave the St. iouis Post-Dispatch four page-oii^ articles tliat 
B«±Dlc Blekey with all his staff and subpoenaco was ignorant of# And this involved ohe if 
1 ^ , t-Dispatch«HJ serialized and put on 



have again been conned by those who have son’othing to gain by taking advantage of your 
lack of subjec^Hnatter knov/ledge. 

0^ the same day the Tines carried a short item the Fox TV sfeow. I agreed to be 
on it onlj^ with assurance th.t nobody witji any theory would be on it# Then I saw Lane and 
nothing else but unte^lo theories, and the Tikes referred to me as 4-- 
wicT'TCfeb as fi^buff# Hhtdly a chfscription of a former reporter, investigative reporter. 
Senate invesliga’or and ed^r and wo3>-tiine (oSS) intelligence analyst# Besides publishing 
seven non-theory assassination books and filing the precedent POIA lawsuits# Tlie investi- 
gatory files exemption was amended in 1974 over FBI corruption in on^of my earliest suits# 

I hope the coming siow is good and does ^^ay some good# H© v/as not the assassin and was 
not Icnoivingly involved in v/hat would end as an assassination# ^ have proven the first beyond 
queeiuOp question, subject to c^rss-examination, and I \scio(^ enougli to be confident about 



If you ever want to clieck any assassination stories out, fee\free, subject to the 
stajage hours imposed by my health# You don't know me# Ask ^^ardner on the Post. He's known 
me for 25 iiears and nevorh had any trouble Trd.th any stoiy he got from me or uaed me on# 

But I must be abed by 7 p.m# 

All ny records, about a tliird of a million once-secret govorbment pages, will be a 
permanent public archive at local Hood ^ollege. ^ou may wont to remember the name of the 45 
history prof in chaxES.^e is one of tlie two professional historians who tosolid and depend- 
able on the assassinations. Gerald HcKnieht. The other, at the University of Wisconsin-Stev- 
ens point, is David Wrone, Host of these are JFK assassination records and^fee as acces^to 
them is, not a single one of t‘ie multitude of conspiracy— theoiy bookp has made any r'^^al use 
oflf them. 'Jhis should give you an idea of hov/ expert the -^elf— proclaimed experts are# 

I will apreciate anything you can seed me on this commeii/?alization‘'ai^exploitation 
and on any other so I raajr leave a better, more complete record for hiutory. 





i've rambled a bit and I'm sorry, But I do want you and the Ti^s to knov; that you 



the second# 



Sincerelv. 




Harold V/eisberg 



